
  

 

 

 

MOSGIEL VENTURER UNIT 

KAYAKING TRIP 

 

The thought of paddling 75km down the Clutha River from 

Millers Flat to the Balclutha Bridge was pretty tiring.  After 

an hour we hit a rocky part in the journey with rapids, 

whirlpools and sinking kayaks.  Getting used to sitting in a 

kayak for a while was a bit hard.  Just before our stop for the 

night we had a bit of fun jumping off a platform on the side 

of the river.  Thinking that we were just stopping for a rest 

on the side of the river but to my surprise it was camp for the 

night. 

 

Waking up with surprisingly no aching muscles was great 

but that soon changed.  After about an hour they soon began 

to hurt.  Seeing the Clydevale Bridge was a relief but not as 

much as a relief as seeing the Balclutha Bridge after saying 

it was just around the corner about 10 times.  I was glad to 

see the last corner.  A race to the end of the home straight 

was on.  Pulling up under the Balclutha Bridge was an 

achievement.  To think that we had just kayaked 75kms was 

awesome.  Some crazy person even mentioned an 8 day 

kayaking trip!!!! 

 

We would like to say a huge thanks to everyone who helped 

on the water and on the land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hey all, 

 

Well Christchurch has just 

been blanketed in snow so it’s 

a good day to stay inside and 

do a bit of work.  This issue 

includes what you have been up 

to around the country and 

some new opportunities in the 

coming months.  Thanks guys 

for sending in your stuff, 

without it we wouldn’t know 

that Venturers are out there 

doing stuff! 

 

 Term four is on the way and 

hopefully it comes with some 

good weather.  I look forward 

to seeing what you all get up to 

and how you make the most of 

the National programme.  If 

you haven’t seen it, hit up your 

leaders!! Check it out and get 

involved. 
 

If any other cool thing is 

happening let us know: 
 

John Lawson 

john.lawson@paradise.net.nz 
 

and  
 

Trudie Graham 

trudie_graham@hotmail.com 

 

And remember Don’t 

be the only Region 

NOT in the Sauce ! 
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Whenuapai Air Venturers @ Mairangi Bay 

Surf Life Saving Club 
 
Early autumn this year, members of the Whenuapai 
Air Venturer Unit were hosted to a fun and 
informative evening by lifeguards from Mairangi Bay 
Surf Lifesaving Club on Auckland’s North Shore. 
 
We were taken through the specs of the rescue 
boats before we paired up for a mock rescue pick up 
out in the bay. The rescue boats are extremely fast 
and nimble and of course the lifeguards were keen 
to get everyone wet on the trip out!  Then it was time 
for one of the pairings to jump overboard and be 
rescued (or drowned) by the other followed by a 
high speed run back to the beach. 
 
After every one had been ‘rescued’ it, we all hopped 
on the 2 boats and sped off round to a wharf in the 
adjacent bay to leap off in a series of bombs. Back 
to base at full noise and then a clean up of the boats 
before putting them away in the clubrooms. 
 
Upstairs the lifeguards ran a classroom session on 
reading the sea and identifying rips on the notorious 
west coast Auckland beaches followed by a q and a 
on the options to take. 
 
Our hosts could not have been keener to get 
alongside Venturers and help us. A great evening 
ended with fish & chips at the beach in a setting sun. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
    
    
    

The Department of Conservation has 

decided to allow young people (17 and 

under) to walk 'Great Walks' for 

free! This is to encourage young 

people to get out tramping. Maybe 

you all already do this, but now you 

can save some $$$$$!!! 
  
DOC has labelled nine of New Zealand's 
most popular, interesting and classic tramps as 
'Great Walks' (e.g. Tongariro Crossing, Milford). 
Information on these tracks can be found here: 
http://www.doc.govt.nz/templates/CustomSumma
ry.aspx?id=42468 These walks are normally very 
expensive as they are busy and have the flashest 
huts etc! 
  
Young people 17 and under can now walk these 
(during the peak season) without paying hut fees 
which normally cost between $20 and $45 per 
night. So you could save up to $135 each on 
your tramp 

  
These walks book out very fast as they are so 
popular!  Availability and bookings can be 
checked online at: 
http://www.doc.govt.nz/templates/page.aspx?id=
38567 
  
Take up this opportunity and walk a few of 
New Zealand's most famous and classic 
tramps! Many of these could be used for 
Duke of Ed. 

 

 

 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/templates/CustomSummary.aspx?id=42468
http://www.doc.govt.nz/templates/CustomSummary.aspx?id=42468
http://www.doc.govt.nz/templates/page.aspx?id=38567
http://www.doc.govt.nz/templates/page.aspx?id=38567


 

 

Gisborne joins the world of Venturing 
 
We now have a Unit in Gisborne and there clam to fame at the moment is 
that they are the first Unit to see the sun.  We welcome them to the 

world of Venturing and hope that they will have some more things to rave 
about than seeing the sun first ! 
 

SSSSNOW SCHOOLNOW SCHOOLNOW SCHOOLNOW SCHOOL    
 

28th September – 5th October 2008 
(School holidays) – Mt Ruapehu 

For Venturers and Scouts 13+, beginners 
 to experts. Learn or improve your skiing  

or snowboarding skills and have a great time 

 at Ruapehu Scout Lodge with other young 
 people. Book now to avoid disappointment. 
Fee approximately $675 for youth members 
 and approximately $940 for adults.  

Covers all food and accommodation, 
 lift passes, lessons and 

leadership. 
Applications close  Friday 22  

August. 
 
 

 

EventEventEventEvents Cas Cas Cas Calendar for August/Septemberlendar for August/Septemberlendar for August/Septemberlendar for August/September    
 

August 
 24

th
   Auckland Cooksey Course  

 24
th
   Christchurch Cooksey Course  

 31
st
  Auckland Velocity 

September 
 19

th
 – 21

st
  S.I.V.A.C.  

 (South Island Venturers Annual Convention)24
th

   

 28
th
 -5

th
 National Snow school 

October 
 18

th
 -19

th
 J.O.T.A./J.O.T.I. 

LNI Survivor ’08 

Over forty Venturers from the North Island braved the snow and freezing temperatures at a survival camp in 

Wainuiomata last weekend.  They were going to sleep in bivouacs for the night but because of the gailing 

southerlies, snow and the rain there were forced to retreat to the nearby cabins.  

They had activities such as building a fireball catapult, fear factor challenges, kayaking, outdoor Duke of Edinburgh 

training and many more. The event was very successful and everyone learned a lot more than we had planned with the 

cold weather. “Everyone was able to get a chance to use their survival skills in a practical way. They had to tramp out 

early with their gear because the weather was becoming too dangerous”. 

 

An Opportunity to good to miss! 

 

Hey guys and girls of the venturing whanau, 

 

Attached below is some info specifically about 

the opportunity to sail aboard the Spirit of New 

Zealand. The national office is looking for 

GIRLS who can go on this voyage, as at the 

moment there are two girls and a bunch of guys.  

If cost is a limiting factor please don’t give up, 

contact your Regional or Zone leaders for a 

hand! 

 
SPIRIT OF NEW ZEALAND 
10th – 14th April 2009 

 
An opportunity for Venturers to join this amazing 
voyage specifically for the Scout Association. 
There are only 40 places available (20 male and 20 
Female) plus four Leaders. Places are filling up fast! 
 
Fee $580.00 (This does not included travel to and 
from Auckland) 
  
For an application form and information Pack please 
Contact Hannah at National office 
hannah@scoutingnz.org.nz 

mailto:hannah@scoutingnz.org.nz


    

    
  

 

 

The SSSSouth IIIIsland VVVVenturer’s AAAAnnual CCCConvention is making a comeback with a weekend filled with fun, frivolity 
and friendship (with a bit of seriousness thrown in too).  Catch up with mates, share ideas and have a laugh along 
the way.  We want all of the Units in the South Island to come on down (or up) and show the odd Northerner 
(yes they’re invited too) how to have a good time. 
 
 When: S.I.V.A.C. > 2008 is being held 19th Sept  -  21st Sept.  

 Where: Camp Columba (no this is not an American Summer camp, try north of Gore)  

 Cost: $40 Venturers (excludes your Sat activity and travel) but includes food, accom., food, admin., 
food and other stuff. 

  $20 Leaders (as above) 

Transport:   Get in touch with your Zone/Regional V.L. to sort out. (time for a bus trip!) 

Cost Activities: Skiing, Lake Cruise, Horse trek, Farm Visit, kayaking, Jet boating, 
(Saturday)  Sailing, Caving . . . .   

Other activities:  1960 themed Disco, Sunday Convention and NVC meeting, Abseiling, Rock climbing, 
Kayaking . . . .  

Applications and heaps more info is available online or from your Zone/Regional V.L.  Applications and money 
are due before August 31st , please send to :  

 SIVAC Registration 
 c/- Scouting Coastal Otago 
 P.O. Box 5380 
 DUNEDIN 
 Cheques payable to ‘South Otago Venturers’ 
   
 Any queries email:  Mark Godsiff: nmgodsiff@callsouth.net.nz  

Greg Walsh: gcwsprn@yahoo.co.nz 
(All leaders are encouraged to attend as S.I.V.A.C requires leaders to be able to go ahead.  All leaders are 

required to fill in an Application form and return it by the due date.  Note, there is a reduced cost for leaders 

attending -- please come ☺)                  

 

mailto:nmgodsiff@callsouth.net.nz
mailto:gcwsprn@yahoo.co.nz

